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SWRCB EXECUTIVE

June 13,2007
Dear Sirs,

My name is Ken Leuzinger. | belong to The New 49'ers Prospecting

Organization and the Santa Roas Gold Diggers in northern California. | have

already invested close to $13,000.00 in gold mining equipment.As | have been

actively mining during my vacations for the past 23 years, | have had pienty

of opportunity to observe the impact upon water quality from the effects of- : |
suction dredging. My personal observation has been when any visual impact

can be seen at all, the impact is small and localized. This observation has

been similarly reflected by numerous studies and published reports on this

subject. For example, a report on the water quality cumulative effects of

placer mining on the Chugach National Forest, Alaska found: ;

"The results from water quality sampling do not indicate any strong
cumulative effects from multiple placer mining operations within the sampled
drainages." "Several suction dredges probably operated simultaneousty on the
same drainage, but did not affect water quality as evidenced by above and
below water sample results. In the recreational mining area of Resurrection
Creek, five and six dredges would be operating and not produce any water
quality changes (Huber and Blanchet, 1992).

As | am sure that you aware, environmental interests have been trying fo
eliminate suction dredging from California’s waterways for a long time.
During recent years, they have been making noise about the possibility that
the localized increased turbidity behind some suction dredges may contribute
to raising water temperatures in the overall waterway. With concern over
this possibility, we hired two qualified fish biologists (both retired from

the EPA) two years ago to perform water temperature testing upstream and
downstream of active dredging operations along the Klamath River. They
tested in numerous locations, and were not able to find any measurable
increase in water temperature behind operating dredges. Although, in some
cases, they did discover cooler water within the dredge holes, and cooler
water within the discharges from the dredges which were sucking up the
cooler water {probably ground water) from the dredge holes. Similar results
were acknowledged by published material on this subject:

" Dredge mining had little, if any, impact on water temperature
(Hassler, T.J., W.L. Somer and G.R. Stern, 1986). In addition, the Oregon
Siskiyou Dredge Study (SNF, 2001) states, "There is no evidence that suction
dredging affects stream temperature.”

| recall that the State Water Resources Control Board enacted a State-wide
exemption at that time for persons operating suction dredges in conformance
with Section 5653 suction dredge regulations. As | recall, this exemption



F commentletters - Comment Letter-Suction Dredge Mining ' ' " Page2|

was issued to simplify the permitting process for suction dredgers (many who
visit from out of state and only suction dredge during a brief holiday or

vacation), and also to not burden the State Water Resources Control Board or
its Regional offices with applications from thousands of (very) small-scale

gold miners who have a negligible impact, if any, upon water quality. This

was somewhat reflected in the environmental Impact Statement (EIS) which was
published by DFG at that time:

Suction dredging causes less than significant effects to water quality.
(CDFG, 19897).

"Suction dredges, powered by internal combustion engines of various sizes,
operate while floating on the surface of streams and rivers. As such, oil

and gas may leak or spill onto the water's surface. There have not been any
observed or reported cases of harm to plant or wildlife as a result of oil

or gas spills associated with suction dredging” (CDFG, 1997).

The impact of turbidities on water quality caused by suction dredging can
vary considerably depending on many factors. Factors which appear to
influence the degree and impact of turbidity include the amount and type of
fines (fine sediment) in the substrate, the size and number of suction
dredges relative to stream flow and reach of stream, and background
turbidities (CDFG, 1987).

“Effects from elevated levels of turbidity and suspended sediment normally
associated with suction dredging as regulated in the past in California
appear to be less than significant with regard to impacts to fish and other
river resources because of the level of turbidity created and the short
distance downstream of a suction dredge where turbidity levels retumn to
normal” (CDFG, 1997).

Gold prospecting has been a productive activity in California since before
we were even a State. And while | acknowledge that some of the earlier
practices were harmful to the environment, suction dredging today is
carefully regutated by DFG and other agencies to ensure that the overall
impacts do not create any measurable negative impact.

With this in mind, | encourage you to please weigh the negatives against the
positives when you make a decision concerning a renewal of your state-wide
exemption for suction dredgers. While | understand that economic
consequences not your first concern, good leadership and responsibility to
Californians require State agencies to take an honest look at the costs and
benefits of the various policies which are being considered.

! hope you will carefully consider what will be gained before you destroy
our industry!

Thank you very much for considering my comments.
Sincerely,

Ken Leuzinger
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